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Why Martinique?



Promotion of 
French Studies

Cultural History Focus

Open to all Students

Diversity of the Americas

Caribbean Diaspora



Topics
Focus: “Multicultural Francophone experience exploring evolutions in Martinican society over time…”

History
Atlantic Slave Trade, 

Colonialism, Post-

Abolition

Ecology Postcolonialism
Tourism, Sugar Industry, 

Banana Trade

Relationship with 

Metropolitan France

Cultural Identity
Folklore, Music, Popular 

Traditions



Course Information
Cultures of Slavery: Retracing Colonial Histories in the French 

Caribbean  

Course Level:    beginning intermediate advanced

Sponsoring College: Elmhurst College (IL)

Course Location:  Martinique (France)

Dr. Rebecca E. Léal, Assistant Professor of French

Department of World Languages, Literatures, and Cultures



Logistics
Course Cost to Students: $3950

Elmhurst College
Pre-departure 

meetings, film 

screenings

Trois Ilets
Hotel Bambou

La Trinité
Résidence La Goélette

Fort de France
Centre International 

de Séjour

Elmhurst College
Final Presentations

Nov. 

17

Dec. 

12

Jan. 

2-12

Jan. 

13-16

Jan. 

17-20

Jan. 

23-24



Evaluation:

* Class participation 15%
* Attendance 15%
* Final project and presentation 25%
* Course Journal and reading responses 15%
* Collaborative work on course website 10%
* French language group activities 5%
* Interviews with native Martinicans 5%
* Pre-departure facts quiz 5%



Objectives & Outcomes
 To experience the history of Martinique 

through investigating existing historical sites 

and the arts

 To understand how and why particular 

histories of Martinique have been 

constructed

 To examine the thematic & theoretical 

functions of interdisciplinary studies (art, 

literature, history, and film) in constructing 

histories of Martinique.

 To refine skills in critical reading, thought, and 

writing

 To foster effective and collaborative dialogue 

and discussion 

 To create one's own creative historical 

reflection on the island (critical essay, creative 

writing, painting, photo essay, or short film) 

 To improve new—or existing—French skills 

Intercultural Global Engagement 

Literature GenEd

History GenEd

Experiential Learning Req.



Course Material
& Preparatory Work



Gosson, Rene ́e & Eric Faden. Landscape and 
Memory: Martinican Land - People - History. 



Pre-Departure Quiz
Open book/Internet activity 

with 15 questions 

Who charted the island in 1493 
then arrived by boat on the 

western shore in 1502?

Christopher Colombus



Pre-Departure Quiz
Designed to introduce 

students to key names, 

facts, and dates

Colonists of which European 
country founded St. Pierre in 

1635?

France



Pre-Departure Quiz
Part 1 explores basic 

historical concepts

In 1685, which European king 
allowed the forcible removal of 
Africans from their homeland to 

work as slaves on Martinican 
plantations?

Louis XIV



Pre-Departure Quiz
Part 2 explores geography 

and identity

Which cash crops fuel the 
Martinican economy historically 

and today?

Sugarcane and bananas



Course Material
& Introduction

Journal Prompt: 

What do you know about Martinique? What don’t you 

know? What are you most curious about? In your 

opinion, what are the main challenges that the island 

faces today?









Course Material
Introduction

Journal Prompt: Study the map of Martinique; find our 

hotel and a few areas of interest to you. What are your 

first impressions of Martinique? Are the landscape, 

people, and culture as you expected? What did you think 

about Martinique before coming? What sources, if any, 

informed your opinion?



Weekly Objectives

16th-19th Centuries

Understanding 

Colonization & Slavery

Late 19th- Early 
20th Centuries
Post-Abolition 

Challenges

Late 20th Century-
Present
Contemporary Issues 

in Education, 

Economy, & Ecology



● Pritchard, James. In Search of Empire: The French in the Americas. 
● Glissant, Edouard.  “The Unforeseeable Diversity of the World.” 
● Alleyne, Mervyn C. The Construction and Representation of Race  

and Ethnicity in the Caribbean and the World. 
● Beriss, Daniel.  Black Skins, French Voices.

Understanding Colonization and Slavery 
How is Race Constructed?



Ecomusée

Regional Museum 
of Ethnography



Readings:
● « Le Code noir. » Edit du Roi sur les esclaves des îles de l’Amérique. 
● Stuart, Andrea.  The Rose of Martinique. 
Films: 
● The Middle Passage
● Case Départ

Understanding Colonization and Slavery 
Joséphine de Beauharnais



La Pagerie

Notre Dame de la Délivrance



● Schloss, Rebecca Hartkopf.  Sweet Liberty:  The Final Days of 
Slavery in Martinique. 

● Sugar and Slavery, Family and Race: The Letters and Diary of Pierre 
Dessalles, Planter in Martinique, 1808-1856. 

Understanding Colonization and Slavery 
La Traite



Le Diamant

Anse Cafard Grand Anse d’Arlet



St. Louis Cathedral



Weekly Objectives

16th-19th Centuries

Understanding 

Colonization & Slavery

Late 19th- Early 
20th Centuries
Post-Abolition 

Challenges

Late 20th Century-
Present
Contemporary Issues 

in Education, 

Economy, & Ecology



● Price, Richard. The Convict and the Colonel.
● Bellin, Stéphanie.  “Une friandise au goût amer.” 
● Wartman, Kristin. “A Not so Subtle Meditation on Sugar.”    
FILM:
● Rue Cases-Ne ̀gres 

Post-Abolition Challenges
Share Cropping & Rum



La Maison de la Canne

La Savane des esclaves Habitation Depaz



● Scarth, Alwyn.  La Catastrophe: The Eruption of Mount Pelée, the 
Worst Volcanic Eruption of the Twentieth Century. 

● Zebrowski, Ernest.  The Last Days of St. Pierre: The Volcanic 
Disaster that Claimed 30,000 Lives.

Post-Abolition Challenges
Mt Pelée



Le Saut GendarmeSt Pierre Le Jardin d’Emeraude



Weekly Objectives

16th-19th Centuries

Understanding 

Colonization & Slavery

Late 19th- Early 
20th Centuries
Post-Abolition 

Challenges

Contemporary Issues in 

Education, Economy, & 

Ecology

Late 20th Century-
Present



● Zobel, Joseph.  “Syllabaire.” 
● Hardwick, Louise. Childhood, Autobiography And The Francophone 

Caribbean. 
● Chamoiseau, Patrick. Chemin d’école. 
● Condé, Maryse.  Le cœur à rire et à pleurer: contes vrais de mon 

enfance. 

Contemporary Issues
Education & Childhood



School Days



● Bernabé, Jean, Confiant, Raphaël & Chamoiseau, Patrick. 
Éloge à la Créolité. 

● Kincaid, Jamaica.  A Small Place. 

Contemporary Issues
Ecology, Tourism, & Traditional Ways of Life



Le Musée de la banane

La Maison du Bèlè

Le Château Dubuc



● Kesteloot, Lilyan.  Anthologie Negro-Africaine.  
● Bigar, Sylvie.  “Beneath Martinique’s Beauty, Guided by a Poet.” 
● Fanon, Frantz.  Peau noire, masques blancs. 
● Pineau, Gisele. L’exil selon Julia. 

Contemporary Issues
The Birth of Negritude and the BUMIDOM



La Mairie

L’université des Antilles
Le théâtre



Additional Resources:

- Ti Gilbé, L’Histoire de la Martinique des 
Arawaks à l’abolition de l’esclavage

- Mon premier trilingue: Francais-anglais-creole
Martiniquais

- Ramakrishnan, Mahadevi, and R S. 
Smith. Interplay of Cultural Narratives in 
Martinique: French, African and Indian Journeys
Toward a Pluralistic Society. 



Additional Films:

Documentaire : Au temps des isles à sucre de Patrick Baucelin

Documentaire : Les derniers maîtres de la Martinique de Roman 
Bolzinger

Comédie : 30° COULEUR de Philippe Larue 



www.manioc.org



Special Thanks to…..  
Meri-Tuulia Saaristo, Guides by Locals

Gilles Michel, CIS Martinique

Université des Antilles

Andrew K. Prinz Grant



Resources:
Your local AATF 

Chapter



Resources:
Contact us! 
http://ecmartinique.weebly.com/

http://ecmartinique.weebly.com/

